
A FIRST FOR DDCS! 
HEALTHY MINDS DAY JULY 2011 

 

  The day started with the childrenôs session with Caroline where they 
explored their feelings with drawings and games.  This was all done in a 
fun way so that the children did not feel they were at school. Whilst the 
children were with Caroline the parents listened to a talk from Dr Martin 
Smith, Head of the Hearing Impaired Service, about the service and the 
current climate.  This was well received as this is a very topical subject at 
the moment and parents were able to get a better understanding of the 
how the service operates. 
   After the delicious lunch, served by the Trustees which included cakes 
and pavlovas made by Sue Morley, the parents had their session with 
Caroline and were able to gain a better understanding of issues for a 
deaf/hearing impaired child and how to build confidence.  There was a 
lot of laughter during the afternoon and the parents really enjoyed this 
session. The children had a great afternoon playing games in the 
sunshine supervised by Ursula Murley, Ken Tucker and Jon Hickman.  
  Also available on the day were resources and information on display 
from the Hearing Support Service, NDCS, Forest Book Shop, SOECIC, 
Dorset DCS, Connevans and SONUS. The whole day added up to a 
very informative and enjoyable day for the families that attended. 
  The Hearing Support Service also organised a separate training day 
with Caroline for Teaching Assistants supporting HI pupils.  So the 
childrenôs TAôs may also have benefitted from the same training. 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

       

       

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                               

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                             
                                          

LETôS HEAR IT! 
 

NEWSLETTER OF  
THE DORSET DEAF CHILDRENôS SOCIETY                                                                                   
AUTUMN 2011 

   DDCS asked the parents and children to complete feedback forms 
about how they felt the day had gone. Of the twenty families who 
returned forms twenty rated the organisation ñExcellentò, nineteen 
rated the talks ñexcellentò and one rated them ñgoodò. 
 

On Saturday 2nd July Dorset DCS held a óHealthy Minds Dayò. The event 
was a rare opportunity to hear Caroline Doherty, Emotional Health and 
Wellbeing Manager of the National Deaf Childrenôs Society. This was a 
new venture for Dorset DCS as we had never held an event like this 
before.   
   All young people experience obstacles and challenges, but being deaf 
can place children at a disadvantage. In particular, some young deaf 
people are at risk of developing negative feelings of insecurity, 
insignificance and isolation. The training with Caroline places an 
emphasis on young deaf people finding their own solutions to the 
problems they may encounter.  During the training they discovered how 
to support the management of deafness, build confidence and resilience, 
develop a good self-image and learn how to help overcome hurdles and 
obstacles faced throughout everyday life as a deaf child or young person. 

 

Here are some of the comments made by the parents: 
ñAbsolutely fantastic, very informative and eye openingò. 
ñMartin Smith ï very interesting, Caroline ï absolutely inspirationalò. 
ñI think the DDCS do a wonderful job and today has been fantastic 
and extremely helpfulò. 
ñExcellent day, lots of information, fantastic lunchò. 
ñToday has been a wonderful one, very informative and so glad to be 
updated on matters that concern our child.  A very big thank you to all 
the people involvedò. 
Comments from Children who attended the day:  
ñIt was fun and good to see some of my friends and I made new 
friends as wellò. 
ñIt was excellent 10/10ò. 
ñIt was very fun and interestingò. 
 

Many thanks to all the helpers on the day, without their 
help the day could not have been such a brilliant success! 

 



DO YOU HAVE AN EXPERIENCE  

YOU WOULD LIKE TO SHARE WITH OTHER 

FAMILIES?  
 

We are always looking for articles for our 
newsletters.  It really helps to read what other 
families have experienced, or maybe you just 

have a story to tell?   
Please contact Shirley on 01202 571089 if you 

would like to contribute.  
We would love to hear from you! 

 

 

 

 

   

 

     

 
 

 

   

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

          

                                                                                                                 

   

                        

 

                                  

 

 

 

 

Senior 
Nominees 

NEWSROUND 

SPEECH AND LANGUAGE 

THERAPY 
Many of you are aware that in 2010 DDCS sent out a 

questionnaire to families about the Speech and 

Language Therapy provision  for deaf children  in 

Dorset.  

We want to let  you know that we have not forgotten 

about this very important issue and we are still writ ing 

letters and sending out copies of the questionnaire 

results.  This is hopefully raising awareness about the 

level of funding for SALT for deaf children in Dorset.  

We will keep you informed about any progress.  
 

 

These get-togethers are for parents or carers of 
hearing impaired babies and toddlers. Everyone is 

welcome for a chat, cup of tea and meet other parents! 
For more information and dates please contact: 
Sue Gillson 07977 109194 or Sue MacDermott  

07980 913267 for the group in Boscombe or 
Ken Tucker 07909 758978 for the group in Weymouth. 

 

 

Donõt forget that your parent representatives on your local  
Child renõs Hearing Services Working Group  are:  

Shirley Sorbie    01202 571089  
Kelly Sherman   01202 601284 

Peter & Lesley Copestake    01202 330182  
Jo Ridout         01308 863990  

If you have any concerns you would like them to bring to the 
groups attention please contact them and let them know.  

Future meetings are:  
Tuesday 22 nd November 2011  

Tuesday 8 th  May 2012 
For more information about CHSWG please visit our website  

 

 
 

 
 
 

  WELCOME TO OUR NEW  
   NDCS FAMILY OFFICER 

 

Louise Morris, who was our Family Officer, has 
moved onto another role within NDCS and we 

now have a new Family Officer. 
 

Debbie Ravensdale can be contacted  
on 07816 482136 or email 

Debbie.Ravensdale@ndcs.org.uk 
If you have any problems with your DLA claims, 
need help completing them or need advice from 

NDCS, Debbie is the person to contact. 
 

Good Luck Louise on your promotion and 

welcome Debbie! 

The Hearing Support Service 
Parent Support 

Groups  
 

 

MORE INFORMATION?  
 

For more information, news, 
pictures and future events please 

visit our website.  
Just log on to  

www.dorsetdcs.co.uk  
 

DDCS continues to support hearing 
impaired children and young people up to 

the age of 25 years old. 
Although the Dorset Youth Group has not 

formed in its own right we  have made a 

commitment to carry on organising 
events to enable young people to meet 

up and socialize.  So those of you 
teenagers and young people up to 25 

years old please come along to these 
events when you can! 

Parents please pass on the info!  

HELP AND CONTACTS 
 

CHAIRMAN - Martin Ring, 4 Gatcombe Close, Dorchester, Dorset.   01305 260351 
 

TREASURER & MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY - Shirley Sorbie, Touchwood, 9 Oakland Walk, West Parley,  
Ferndown, Dorset BH22 8PF   01202 571089 

 

SECRETARY - Yvonne Hussain, 80 Gresham Road, Winton, Bournemouth, Dorset.  01202 518330 
 

Website ï www.dorsetdcs.co.uk                 E-mail ï info@dorsetdcs.co.uk 
 

NDCS FREEPHONE HELPLINE   0808 800 8880 (voice & text)      

 

mailto:Debbie.Ravensdale@ndcs.org.uk


  On Sunday 10th April 2011 thirty two families from Dorset DCS 
descended on Marwell Activity Centre for a day full of activities for the 
children and a relaxing and social day for the parents.   
  For the past two years Dorset DCS has funded a residential activity 
weekend at PGL Osmington. This year it was decided that we would do 
something different which included all the family and all ages. Donôt worry 
PGL has not disappeared and we hope to organise it again next year! 
  Sixty children and young people from the age of 4 years old to the oldest 
at 22 years old took part in the activities supervised by the Marwell Staff.  
They were organised into five different groups depending on age. The 
youngest group age 4 years old to 7 years old enjoyed Mini Cars, an 
Assault Course and Zip Wire whilst the children and young people aged 8 
years old to 15 years old tackled their own Zip Wire, Quad Biking and 
Assault Course. The over 16ôs and young adults drove Max Kats, pelted 
each other with Paintball and scared themselves on the High Ropes!  
There was even something for the children under the age of four who 
were able to use the soft play barn.  
     

 

  The added bonus for the day was a visit from the NDCS Listening Bus 
manned by Louise Halvey and our then Family Officer, Louise Morris.  
Louise Halvey even managed to join in and have a go at the zip wire!  
Refreshments were served all day long and lunch was provided by 
Dorset DCS. The weather was glorious and we seemed to have the 
whole place to ourselves. Parents could watch the children having fun or 
sit in the sunshine and relax, have a cup of tea and catch up with friends 
and even make new ones!   
Comments from families on the day:   
ñWe have had a brilliant day thank you so much for organising itò.   
ñI have made some new friendsò.   
ñWhat a fantastic day, the children have had such a good timeò. 
Thank you to all the staff at Marwell Activity Centre for making us 
so welcome! 
 

 

                                                                               

    

                                                        

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 FAMILY FUN DAY HOG ROAST AND BBQ 
Another First for DDCS! 

  This year the trustees decided not to organise the usual summer events to 
Farmer Palmers and Paulton's Park or Longleat. Instead we hired The 
Orangery in Merley, Wimborne and held a Family Fun Day Hog Roast and 
BBQ.  This was another first for DDCS as we had not organised an event 
like this before. So on Sunday 14th August one hundred and seventy 
parents, grandparents and children and young people turned up for a great 
day and even exceeded the attendance of our popular Christmas Party! 
  The grounds of the Orangery are beautiful and included plenty for the 
children and adults to enjoy such as Badminton, Beach Volley Ball, 
Basketball, Mini Golf, Croquet, Petanque, Table Tennis, Giant Chess and a 
Climbing Net.  DDCS provided a Skittle Alley, Giant Jenga, Giant Connect 
Four and Snakes and Ladders. These were lent to us free of charge by 
Christopher Poole of Castlefun. Thank you Christopher!  For the younger 
children DDCS also hired a selection of toys including a parachute, soft 
play, building bricks, rockers and more.  And to add to the fun there was 
also Face Painting and Pick a Lolly. Thank you to Julie Williams for coming 
along to paint faces! 
 

 

  The Venue created a very secure environment for the children as the 
grounds are surrounded by a ten foot wall and as we were the only 
people at The Orangery parents were able to sit and relax and chat to 
other families while the children played.   
  A Skittle competition was held to see who could knock down the most 
skittles and this was won by Geoff Farrar who went home with a big tin 
of Heroes.  Not sure if he got a look in on these if Holly had her way! 
  Everyone enjoyed the Hog Roast and BBQ with a great range of food 
choice, including salads. The weather held and it didnôt rain and 
everyone had a great time! 

 

MARWELL ACTIVITY CENTRE 
April 2011 

 


